
2019 RECIPIENT 
Alberto Mantovani, MD

The 2019 Award recipient, Alberto 
Mantovani, MD is recognized 
for his seminal research linking 
inflammation and tumor-associated 
macrophages with cancer onset, 
which has been essential to the 
understanding of cancer progression. 
His research represents a collection 
of quintessential discoveries 
that have greatly contributed to 

the ongoing interest and excitement surrounding the 
importance of the immune system in tumorigenesis. 
The American Association for Cancer Research and the 
Pezcoller Foundation are proud to honor Dr. Mantovani’s 
achievements in cancer research.

PAST RECIPIENTS 
2018 Tony Hunter

2017 David M. Livingston

2016 Joan Massagué

2015 James P. Allison

2014 Elaine Fuchs

2013 Peter K. Vogt

2012 Robert A. Weinberg

2011 Pier Paolo Pandolfi

2010 Joseph Schlessinger

2009 Napoleone Ferrara

2008 Axel Ullrich

2007 Mina J. Bissell

2006 Tadatsugu Taniguchi

2005 Lewis C. Cantley

2004 Stanley J. Korsmeyer 

2003 Mario R. Capecchi

2002 Carl-Henrik Heldin

2001 Elizabeth H. Blackburn

2000 Charles J. Sherr

1999 Carlo M. Croce

1998 Anthony J. Pawson

THE AACR
Founded in 1907, the American Association for Cancer 
Research (AACR) is the world’s oldest and largest 
professional organization dedicated to advancing 
cancer research and its mission to prevent and cure 
all cancers. AACR’s membership includes more than 
40,000 laboratory, translational, and clinical researchers; 
population scientists; other health care professionals; and 
patient advocates residing in 120 countries and territories. 
The AACR marshals the full spectrum of expertise of 
the cancer community to accelerate progress in the 
prevention, biology, diagnosis, and treatment of cancer 
by annually convening more than 30 conferences and 
educational workshops, the largest of which is the AACR 
Annual Meeting which attracts over 20,000 attendees. In 
addition, the AACR publishes eight prestigious, peer-
reviewed scientific journals and two magazines for cancer 
survivors, patients, and their caregivers. The AACR funds 
meritorious research directly as well as in cooperation with 
numerous cancer organizations. As the Scientific Partner 
of Stand Up To Cancer, the AACR provides expert peer 
review, grants administration, and scientific oversight of 
team science and individual investigator grants in cancer 
research that have the potential for near-term patient 
benefit. The AACR actively communicates with legislators 
and other policymakers about the value of cancer research 
and related biomedical science in saving lives from cancer. 
For more information about the AACR, visit AACR.org. 
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NOMINATION DEADLINE
June 30, 2019

NOMINATION PROCESS
Nominations may be submitted by any invdividual, whether 
an AACR member or nonmember, who is currently or has 
previously been affiliated with any institution involved 
in cancer research, cancer medicine, or cancer-related 
biomedical science. Self-nominations are prohibited. 

Nominators must maintain strict confidentiality of their 
nominations and all nominations must be submitted online 
to myaacr.aacr.org. Paper nominations will not  
be accepted. 

Eligible nominations must include the following nomination 
materials:

•  A letter of recommendation written in English (Max: 
1,000 words) that comprehensively describes the 
nominee’s major scientific achievement(s) in basic 
cancer research and/or their significant contributions to 
translational cancer research. This letter must also outline 
the nominee’s current research activity and indicate how 
this research holds promise for continued substantive 
contributions to the cancer field. 

•  A brief scientific citation (Max: 50 words) highlighting 
the major scientific contribution(s) justifying the award 
candidate’s nomination. 

AWARD ELIGIBILITY AND CRITERIA
The prestigious Pezcoller Foundation-AACR International 
Award for Extraordinary Achievement in Cancer Research 
was established in 1997 to recognize a scientist of 
international renown who has made a major scientific 
discovery in basic cancer research or who has made 
significant contributions to translational cancer research. 

Eligible candidates must continue to be active in cancer 
research, have a record of recent, noteworthy publications, 
and be conducting ongoing work that holds promise for 
continued substantive contributions to progress in the field 
of cancer.

The Pezcoller Foundation-AACR International Award for 
Extraordinary Achievement in Cancer Research is intended 
to honor an individual scientist. However, more than one 
scientist may be co-nominated and selected to share the 
award in the event that their investigations are intimately 
related in subject matter and have resulted in work that is 
worthy of the award and a joint nomination.

Cancer researchers affiliated with institutions in academia, 
industry, or government involved in cancer research, 
medicine, or cancer-related biomedical science anywhere 
in the world are eligible. Institutions and/or organizations 
are not eligible to receive the award.

AWARD SELECTION PROCESS
All eligible nominees will be considered by a prestigious 
Pezcoller Foundation-AACR International Award for 
Extraordinary Achievement in Cancer Research Selection 
Committee consisting of an international cohort of 
renowned cancer leaders appointed by the AACR President 
in consultation with the Pezcoller Foundation Council. 

The Pezcoller Foundation-AACR International Award for 
Extraordinary Achievement in Cancer Research Selection 
Committee will consider all nominations as they have been 
submitted and are restricted from combining submitted 
nominations, adding new nominees, or otherwise making 
alterations to any submitted nomination. 

Once chosen, the primary and alternate award recipient 
selections made by the Pezcoller Foundation-AACR 
International Award for Extraordinary Achievement in 
Cancer Research Selection Committee shall be sent to the 
AACR Executive Committee and the Pezcoller Foundation 
Council for final consideration and ratification. 

Selection of the award winner will be made on the basis of 
the candidate’s scientific accomplishments. No regard shall 
be given to race, gender, nationality, religion or political 
preference. 

Selected award recipients will receive an unrestricted grant 
of €75,000, a commemorative award, and be invited to 
present a scientific lecture in conjunction with the AACR 
Annual Meeting immediately following their selection. 

THE AWARD RECIPIENT
The winner of the Pezcoller Foundation-AACR International 
Award for Extraordinary Achievement in Cancer Research 
will present an Award lecture at the AACR Annual Meeting 
2020 in San Diego, CA (April 24-29, 2020). The winner 
will also present the Twenty-third Annual Pezcoller 
Foundation-AACR International Award for Cancer Research 
Lecture, just prior to the official Award ceremony to be 
held in Trento, Italy in May 2020. Should the recipient be 
unable to participate in either event, the award must be 
forfeited and will instead be presented to the selected 
Award alternate.

In the rare event that there are dual winners of the  
Award, the monetary award will be shared equally 
between both recipients while the AACR Executive 
Committee will determine which of the two co-recipients 
will present the Pezcoller-AACR Award Lecture at the 
AACR Annual Meeting.

THE PEZCOLLER 
FOUNDATION
The Pezcoller Foundation was 
established in 1980 by Professor 
Alessio Pezcoller, a dedicated Italian 
surgeon who made important 
contributions to medicine during 
his career and who, through his 
foresight, vision, and generous 
gift in support of the formation of 

the Foundation, stimulated others to join this effort in 
sustaining the work of the Foundation. Professor Pezcoller 
has inspired scientists around the world to make significant 
advances in cancer research. In addition to sponsoring 
this prestigious Award, the Foundation also sponsors 
a series of symposia, publishes a journal, and supports 
awards for early-career scientists from Europe who have 
submitted highly meritorious abstracts for consideration 
for presentation at the AACR Annual Meeting.

The Pezcoller Foundation-AACR International Award  
for Extraordinary Achievement in Cancer Research has 
been awarded since 1997 and continues to build upon the 
tradition of recognizing outstanding cancer science.

AACR.org/SAA


